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Abstract Paralanguage, a special feature of nonverbal communication, is a language feature worth studying and is

one of theimportant subjects in pragmatics.

This paper reveals that from the points of view in phonology and prag—

matics, paralanguage as mouth—filling phrases not only season a dull talk with color of casualness and flexibility but

also provide a convenient space for communication of conversational implicature.

characteristics of particularity, conciseness,

cature.
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At the same time it possesses the

humorousness and fuzziness connecting relevant to conversational impli—

): (
): ( ah
R R . um uh ou ) Mm
, “ ” (mouthfill— Woo Aha Er Psst Him )
ing phrases /hesitation fillers) . ’
, (lack of conscious planning), «
« » I think, Imean, shall I 7 s “ ” (aslip of the tongue)
say, you see, you know , ¢ 7 (ungrammaticality) “ 7
e (paralanguage), : mm, um, >
erm, uh, '
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1 , , . .
, . A Would you like some home-made crumpets’
. . ) B Mmm?
, . A Would you like some crumpets?
, , B Mm
, A Here you are.
. , , B (eating) Mmmmm!
A A I glad you like them. I made them myself. Would
. « » ) you like to try them with marmalade
B Mw?
« ” , A A  Marmalade. They te marvelous with marmalade.
, , Would you like some?
B Mm
A Here you are.
B B (eating) Mmmmm Mmm ,
3 x , L ¢ What did you say? Mm , ‘yed,
: Mmmmm ( ) Mmmmm , , * How nicd ~
: M mmmm( ) a. (conceptual meaning) , (denota—
s s s D« tive meaning; denotation) (cognitive meaning)
, s .7 b. (contextual; contextualized meaning)
Mmmmm s « 7y« >
. . . . c. (connotative meaning; connotation)
. (M m) , . .
( ) , d. (affective meaning)
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27 ; (homophones). (homographs). (lexis)
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A. Do you know something about his study?
B. Er. He & getting along.

B >
. A A
) , A
. A )
A

Mmmm ... justa ... we¥ve been kinda.. . Mmmm ...
well . .. wego to bed kinda early around here. We were won—
denng if ah ... ifit would ... if you wouldnt mind ... and

if you could manage to come home a little bit earlier.

Mm- ah
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